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opportunity, in its most fundamental form, were
equalised for all boys, no matter how completely,
the equality would be only momentary. It would
begin to disappear by the end of the first few
months, not because the boys would still, as they
did at starting, be bringing to their tasks intrinsi-
cally unequal faculties, but because some of them
would have already monopolised the aid of an
adventitious knowledge by which the practical
efficiency of their natural faculties would be
multiplied.

But education is merely a preliminary to the
actual business of life. Let us pass on to the case
of our equally educated youths when they enter on
the practical business of making their own fortunes.
What kind of equal opportunity can be possibly
provided for them now ?

Since socialists are the reformers who, in dealing
with objects aimed at, are least apt to be daunted
by practical difficulties, let us see how equality of
opportunity in business life is conceived of and
described by them. The general contention of
socialists in this respect is, says one of their best-
known American spokesmen,1 " that the fact that
capital is now in the hands of private persons gives
them an unfair advantage over those who own
nothing," for capital consists of the implements
of advantageous production ; and socialists, he says,
would secure an equality of industrial opportunity

1 Mr. Wilshire, in his volume of criticism on my American
speeches,
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